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Lrewr Reprezantatives Castle aud DeGette:

Fie Assoolation of Anerican Medical Colleges (AAMC) thanks you for your leadership
it introvucing the “Stem Cell Resenvch Bnbancement Act ol 2005” (FLR. 810). "The
AAME, which represuits the nation’s 125 aceredited medical schools, some 400 major
teprhing hospitals, aud more thon 105,000 facully in 94 académic and scientific socicties,
crtorsen tus legislation fo capand Federad support for stem cell research while adhering
w st fuderal overshlit and stonidonds. In accordance with current law, the legislation
sisbies thal no Fedurrd foading shal} bo used (o derive stem cells or destroy embryos.

T disoovery of laman pluripotont stem oells is a significant research advance and
Fedural suppurt 1o Agrosican resontehers is essential both to translate this discovery into
nuvel (hevapies for a range of seiious and fntractable diseases, and to ensure that this
research is vercinzted under o vigorous and eredible ethical regime. The therapeutic
potsntial of pluripotent steas cells is remarkable and could well prove to be one of the .
Fapaan_paradigm-shifling advances in the history of medical seience. These cells have
st uniquse pedentiel W stifferentiate into any human cell type and offer real hope of Jife-
aftteming (reatingnts v diabetes, d:nnaged head tissue, arthrilis, Packinson's, ALS and
spinal covd fnjucies, 1o name bot a fow examplos. There is also the possibility that these
eells eoudd Lo used to ereads nore complex organ struefures that could replace diseased

vibd organs, suell e kidaoys, livers, or even hearts,

W reeogniey the sipiadicant ethical issues that are raised about embryonic stem cell
regenich o we respoct the view of those who oppose such research, including some in
ot e acdicst sokool community, Hawever, we are persuaded otherwise by what we
bukicve. is an equally eciapelling ¢liieal considecation, nainely; that it would be tragic to
wiity e wrique pateatial affordad by cmbryonic stem cells, destined o be discarded in
adny Cpge, 10 allevinte homa sufTedng and enhanee the qualily of human Jife.
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Your bepistafionrecognizes e novd to expand Federal support of research on pluripotent
stent outls &0 thnt the tregaeddous seientific and medical benefits of their use may onc day
1f:‘r:cm-;a-: s ailabile to e miltons of patinls who so desperately need them. Again, we
thaaeh you B yoru leadershin o (his issue, and we stand ready to work with you to
selduve gur wmatuad goal of helping to ensure the pofential of this research is translated
utly freatinesds sind ciges.
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